Diocese of Saint-Jean-Longueuil – Saint John Paul II Pastoral Unit
Bishop, Lionel Gendron, p.s.s.  -  Aux. Bishop, Claude Hamelin & Aux. Bishop, Louis Dicaire

Diocesan web page: www.dsjl.org   -  Saint John Paul II website: http://johnpaul2.weebly.com   
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-John-Paul-II-Pastoral-Unit/983390895019278
PASTORAL BULLETIN & ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 25th, 2016 edition 
BLESSING OF PETS 
The Saint John Paul II Pastoral Unit will be having a Pet Blessing celebration to mark the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. It will be held at 10:00 a.m., on Saturday, October 1st, on the grounds St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 844 Notre Dame Street, St. Lambert (in case of rain, in the parish hall). Please join in by bringing your pets whether, furry, feathered, crawly, swimmer or other, for the occasion.

INTERGENERATIONAL WALK FOR PARTICIPATING PARISHES OF THE DIOCESE OF ST-JEAN-LONGUEUIL
October 2 - 2nd edition “A Family Walk” an Intergenerational activity – Diocese St. Jean Longueuil – this year the walk will take place in Candiac. All proceeds will go to the parishes. To register for the walk visit the Diocesan website at www.dsjl.org and click on to English or sign up through your parish.
ST CLARE PARISH’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – ONE DAY ONLY!!

St. Clare Parish’s annual Christmas bazaar is drawing near, please mark Friday, November 11th from 1:00 to 8:00 pm on your calendar. This event will take place in St. Clare’s Church Hall located at 820 Montarville in Longueuil (corner of De Gentilly & Montarville) and there is plenty parking. Available for your to buy are: Homemade Baked Goods, Candy, Harvest Treats, Toys, Prizes, Books, Games, New and Used Items and you can also purchase delicious food and beverages from our kitchen. Rain or shine you won’t want to miss our on all of the fun! So come out as a family, with friends or on your own and help make St. Clare’s Parish Bazaar a fun occasion for all!! Your support is greatly appreciated as this is our main financial fundraiser for the year! Need more information or you would like to make a donation instead, please contact the church directly at (450) 463-3206. Thank you for your support in spreading the word! Theresa Aguiar 

FR. JOHN TORRANCE’S BLOG FOR THE JUBILEE OF MERCY

Come and visit the blog at :  www.messengersofmercy.wordpress.com
JUBILEE OF MERCY – THE BOOK OF MERCY
On December 8th, Pope Francis opened the Jubilee of Mercy. As part of this Jubilee, we are all invited to engage in works of mercy. A book of mercy is in the works. This book will record your acts of mercy, not to boast, but to inspire others to do the same. Each week you will have an opportunity to record your works, and they will be added to the Book of Mercy. This book will circulate from parish to parish, and while it is in your parish, you will have an opportunity to be inspired by the good works of others. For assistance please see your parish’s “Ambassador of Mercy.”
CLOSING - JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF MERCY

Please note that Pope Francis will preside over the closing Jubilee celebration of Mercy on November 20, 2016 in the Basilica of St. Peter's. Closing celebrations in dioceses must be held on November 13th. The closing Mass in our diocese of St. Jean Longueuil will be held on November 13, not November 20 and it will be presided by Bishop Claude Hamelin. (details to come).

‘TAKE THE ROAD’ TO THE 4 PLACES OF WORSHIP WITH A ‘DOOR OF MERCY’

The Diocese of Saint-Jean-Longueuil has the great privilege to have 4 places of worship with a Door of Mercy: 
Saint-Jean-l’Évangéliste Cathedral, 215, Longueuil St, Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, J3B 6P6  (450 347-2328)

Sainte-Anne de Varennes Basilica (Saint Marguerite d’Youville), 195, Sainte-Anne, Varennes, J3X 1R1 (450 652-2441)

Saint Francis Xavier Mission (Saint Kateri Tekakwitha), 1 River Road, Kahnawake, J0L 1B0 (450 632-6030)

Saint-Antoine-de-Padoue Co-Cathedral (Biessed Marie-Rose Durocher) Corner St-Charles and Chemin Chambly, Longueuil, J4H 1J3 (450 674-1549)  * Check the opening hours listed at the four sites.

The invitation is to " Take the Road " as a pilgrim and to enter four times in the merciful Heart of our Lord. " Entering through the door of mercy, you enter the heart of God. Take time to discover all the love that God has for you. The Pilgrim Guide and “Walking with Jesus”, The Gospel according to Luke, are available in your parishes. Look for updates for the Calendar of Events on the Diocesan website: www.dsjl.org 
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                                            For Joy!
On the Camino this summer, one of the military personnel that I have been sharing the pilgrimage with for the last three years, in his early forties, came up to me and confided his determination to experience fully with confession and communion this pilgrimage to Compostella. Worried, not having experienced these realities for over thirty years, he wondered what he should do. To reassure him, I told him that God knows our heart better than we do ourselves and that God’s forgiveness is an essential part of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. So, as soon as we arrived in Santiago, he hastened to the Cathedral to seek out a Francophone confessor whom he met like Christ, the merciful face of the Father. At the Eucharist, he received communion.
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In the evening, he came back to us exulting with joy, radiant, smiling. People exclaimed, there is more joy for a forgiven sinner than for ninety-nine righteous people not needing forgiveness. Then I shared with them the reflection of Pope Francis on the three parables of mercy from Saint Luke, Chapter 15, “God is always presented as full of joy, especially when he pardons.”1. Joy is first with God, before being with the one forgiven.
Often Pope Francis offers us Reconciliation; he calls on us “to touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with [our] own hands” so that we may become merciful like the Father and urges confessors to “be authentic signs of the Father’s mercy”2. 
Let us experience Reconciliation… for the Joy of the Father… and our own joy!

Bishop Lionel Gendron, p.s.s.

1. Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, Misericordiae vultus, 9.

2. Misericordias vultus, 17.

_____________________________________

Intergenerational Walk

Sunday, October 2nd at 11 a.m.

Parc André- J.-Côté, 116, boul. Marie-Victorin, Candiac.

Sponser a walker

Information on our Website: www.dsjl.org
