PASTORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD – JANUARY 13TH, 2019
THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY
Young People and the Example of Mary

That young people, especially Latin America, follow the example of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019 IN PANAMA CITY – JANUARY 22 -27

A delegation of 16 people, including 13 from our diocese, will leave for WYD 2019 in Panama City. The young people are accompanied by Caroline Rodrigue, Christian Vermette and Gilmar Hernandès. Let us keep them in our daily prayer.   

Official Prayer for WYD Panamá 2019 

Merciful Father, You call us to live our lives as a way of salvation. Help us to recall the past with gratitude, to embrace the present with courage and to build the future with hope. Lord Jesus, our friend and brother, thank you for looking upon us with love. Let us listen to your voice as it resonates in the hearts of each one with the strength and light of the Holy Spirit. Grant us the grace of being a Church that goes forth with vibrant faith and a youthful face to communicate the joy of the Gospel. May we help to build up the kind of society we long for, one where there is fairness and fellowship. We pray for the Pope and the bishops; for young people; for all those who will take part in World Youth Day in Panama and for those who are preparing to welcome them. Our Lady of Antigua, Patroness of Panama, help us to pray and live with generosity like yours: “I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Amen
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY – JANUARY 20TH

The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes to us from Indonesia: “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20). This year’s theme calls us to move from shared prayer to shared action. Drawing on the traditional values of Bhineka Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity) and gotong royong (living in solidarity and by collaboration), Indonesian Christians invite us to be a united witness, and an agent of Christ’s healing grace in a broken world, by making specific commitments to justice, equality, and unity. https://www.weekofprayer.ca
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Each year the Catholic Church celebrates World Day of Prayer for the Sick on the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. We are asked to pray for those who are sick or who are experiencing a decline in health and to let them know that we are praying for them and supporting them. Parishes are encouraged to mark this day by prayer and by offering an opportunity for the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to be celebrated communally. On Tuesday 12 February, (the day following the feast of Our lady of Lourdes), the Sacrament of the Sick will be offered at 7pm Mass at Good Shepherd Parish (7900 Naples, Brossard). This Mass will be for all those who are sick in the Saint John Paul II Pastoral Unit. Those who are sick, those who are experiencing a decline in their health or a temporary health challenge and wish to receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick are welcome. 

ALBATROS FORMATION:  ACCOMPANIMENT TO THE END OF LIF
Albatros volunteers are trained to meet the accompaniment needs of any person with a serious illness, in palliative care or at the end of life if they or their loved ones so request. This support is offered from the time the diagnosis is made until the last stage of life. They also offer accompaniment to relatives with a spiritual approach in order to help them live this reality. Albatros intervenes where the need arises: home, hospital centre, long-term care centre and residential centre. Volunteer teams are present in some oncology departments and palliative care units. The Diocese of St-Jean-Longueuil is offering this training in the service of accompaniment by Albatros-Montréal. Over 36 hours held over 6 Saturdays, every 2nd Saturday (2 modules per day; 3 hours in the morning and 3 hours in the afternoon with a break for lunch) the cost of the formation is $200. per person and upon completion an accreditation from Albatros will be given. It will be offered in English, however a minimum of 10 persons per group are needed. If this is of interest to you, or should you know someone who may be interested, please contact Susan Gardner for information in English at 450-679-1100, ext. 277 or email : susan.gardner@dsjl.org or Chantale Boivin for information in French at 450-679-1100 poste 282 or email chantale.boivin@dsjl.org.
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH THE ITALIAN SAINTS AND FR. JOHN TORRANCE
Pilgrimage to Italy with the Italian saints from September 23rd to Oct. 4th, 2019. Visiting Venice, Assisi, Florence and Rome. This will be a good time to reflect on some familiar saints and get to know some new ones. For more information contact Boreal Tours at: 514-271-1230 or yoram@borealtours.com
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE TRAINING SESSIONS FOR THE ANNUAL SHARE LENT CAMPAIGN 

This Lent, Development and Peace - Caritas Canada invites you to create a culture of encounter and to share the road with people forced to flee their homes. It can sometimes be difficult to grasp the scale the impact  of forced migration has on the lives of people who have to cope. Yet the simple fact to be interested in what these people live is a step towards the other, a first step on the way to the encounter.  During these training sessions we will listen to the voices of our partners around the world, including Colombia, Nigeria, Syria, Burma and the Philippines.  We invite you (our members and those interested) to register as soon as possible. You can either email dpmontreal@devp.org leaving us the date of the session you want, your name, email address and phone or by filling out the attached reply coupon, click here and send it by fax or by mail, by phone or email.  The training sessions will be held in French on, February 2, 2019, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Diocesan Center of Saint-Jean-Longueuil, room 110, 740, ave. Sainte-Foy, Longueuil, J4K 4X8 or in English on February 20, 2019, from 5:30 to 9:30 pm at the Archdiocese of Montreal, 2000 Sherbrooke West.
SAVE THE DATE: LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP – SAINT JOHN PAUL II PASTORAL UNIT

An invitation to all choir directors, choir members, musicians, and all those involved in music ministry in the parishes of the Saint John Paul II Pastoral Unit ... SAVE THE DATE ... Liturgical Music Workshop: Sing to the Lord!! on Saturday, May 18th, 2019 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm to be held at St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish, St. Bruno. Our resource person will be Heather Reid from the Archdiocese of Ottawa. More information to follow.
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EVANGELIZATION AND CATECEHESIS

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, through the Episcopal Commission for Evangelization and Catechesis, is hosting the 2019 National Conference on Evangelization and Catechesis on 4-6 April 2019, at the Hilton Garden Inn Hotel - Ottawa Airport. The theme of the conference, He Thirsts for You, is inspired by John 4: 4-26 – The Woman at the Well. Highlights of the Conference include an opening play, He Thirsts for You, written and performed by Catholic playwright Elisa Lollino, as well as the following keynote speakers: the Most Reverend William McGrattan, Father Ron Rolheiser, O.M.I., and Dr. Josephine Lombardi. Additionally, each participant will have the opportunity to choose four workshops on a variety of topics related to evangelization and catechesis. Simultaneous interpretation from English to French will be available during all keynote speeches. For more information, please consult the conference flyer and the workshop descriptions. To register, you can download the registration form and mail it in. For those who would prefer to register online, we have also prepared a link to EventBrite which allows for payment by credit card. (Link) We hope that you will plan to attend this conference and that you will promote it within your networks. Please encourage your colleagues and friends to participate. If you have any other questions regarding the 2019 National Conference, please contact Mrs. Marg Shea-Lawrence, (Director, Office for Evangelization and Catechesis, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops) by email (m.shea-lawrence@cccb.ca) or by telephone (613-241-9461 ext. 109). See you in April!
PRAISE & WORSHIP AT GOOD SHEPHERD
The Bread of Life Prayer Group invites you to step away from your troubles, pains and worries by exalting God during an evening of “Praise & Worship”. Every Saturday evening at Good Shepherd Parish (7900 Naples, Brossard), members unite to express their love, gratitude, and thankfulness to God through prayer, praise, song and reflection. Each service begins at 6:45 pm with the recitation of the Rosary, followed by an hour of worship singing and ending with a meditation (either through a DVD series or a live Skype presentation). Join us to worship the Lord’s greatness and be lifted up together. For more information or to receive a weekly email reminder, contact Mike at minabrau@yahoo.com.
SACRED HEART OF JESUS PRAYER GROUP

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Prayer Group meet each Tuesday evening from 7:30 - 9:00 PM (except July & Aug. vacation) at St. Mary's Parish Rectory (side entrance on Grove St.) 125 Grove Street Greenfield Park, J4V 2X2 Please contact:  Lorraine Pecus at  450-445-0372 or by email: lpecus@sympatico.ca  Included:  Praise & Worship, Scripture, Reflections/Sharing, Intercessory prayer & Rosary. If you don't have anyone to pray for prayer intentions at your parishes, then please forward Lorraine prayer requests which she will then share with the Prayer Group. 

PRAYER NETWORK FOR THE SAINT JOHN PAUL II PASTORAL UNIT

We will pray for anyone from anywhere and for anything. Anonymity is an option for those who prefer it. There is just this one central e-mail: jp2pu.prayers@gmail.com for receiving prayer requests and all requests will be forwarded from the same! Also, if you wish to be on the list of people willing to pray, email jp2pu.prayers@gmail.com and you will be added to the pray-ers list.
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